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Step 1: Read and Listen to “The Flood” 
Directions:  Read and listen to Part I of “The Flood.”  As you read, place adjectives that describe Roubien in the ovals.  Then 
provide textual evidence to support the words you have chosen in the squares that accompany each oval.  Then read and 
listen to Part II of “The Flood” and repeat the activity.  Lastly, answer the culminating question using textual evidence to 
support your response.  
  

Roubien 
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Zola provides the reader with two forceful characters in his short story – Roubien and the flood. Why do you think he creates one human 
character while personifying the inhuman “flood?”  What is he stating about nature and one’s physical and mental preparedness for a 
natural disaster? 

Step 2: Physical and Mental Preparedness for a Natural Disaster  


