
Welcome Back! 



Assessment for Learning: 
Leveraging Schoolnet for Enhancing  
Student Performance  

Module 5 
Wiki:  https://tinyurl.com/IdahoCCSS 
 



What are the essential components 
of a balanced assessment system? 

Insert Link Here 



Day Five Learning Targets 

•  I understand a balanced assessment system. 
 

•  I understand the Smarter Balanced content and item 
specifications. 

 

•  I understand attributes of the formative assessment 
process. 

 

•  I understand how to use Schoolnet for formative, 
interim, or summative assessments. 

 
 



•  I can explain a balanced assessment system. 
 

•  I can explain the Smarter Balanced content and item 
specifications and know where to find them. 

 

•  I can name and describe the four attributes of the 
formative assessment process. 

 

•  I can use Schoolnet for formative, interim, or 
summative assessments. 

 
 

Day Five Success Criteria 



Agenda 
•  Welcome, Agenda, and Goals 
•  Understanding a Balanced Assessment System 
•  Best Practices in Formative Assessment 
•  Digital Centers Exploration in Schoolnet 
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•  Hands On: Item Creation in Schoolnet 
•  Action Planning: Balanced Assessment Plan  
•  Reflection, Closing, and Surveys 



 

How can we use our knowledge    
of balanced assessment systems  

to inform instruction?  
 

Essential Question: 

DOK  4 
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Answer Garden 
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What are the essential components 
of a balanced assessment system? 



•  To guide instruction and improve 
performance for each student, schools 
must use and analyze: 
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•  Types of assessments  

•  Data sources 
 

•  Occasions 
 
 

Balanced Assessment System 



•  Focused on accountability, not for instructional 
purposes 

•  Measures performance at a single point in time 
•  Typically given once per year 
•  Standardized for evaluation of school, district, 

and state performance 
•  Can also be end-of-unit tests used for grading 

purposes only  

Summative Assessment 



•  Used to diagnose student learning 
•  Monitors progress throughout the year 
•  Given multiple times during the school year to make 

instructional adjustments 
•  Requires psychometric analysis to measure 

performance and monitor progress 
•  Primary goal is for educators to interpret the 

resulting data to make instructional changes  

Interim Assessment 



•  Daily ongoing evaluation 
•  Used to inform instruction 

– Diagnose achievement gaps 
–  Improve student learning 

•  Seamlessly embedded into learning activities  
	
  

Formative Assessment 



Overview of Webb’s Depth                                 
of Knowledge: Karin Hess 



DOK 1: Recall or identify a fact, definition, term; focus on 
initial comprehension 

DOK 2: Demonstrate conceptual information through 
explanation, interpretation (make some decisions)  

DOK 3: Strategic thinking, reasoning, planning, using 
evidence, interpreting 

DOK 4: Extended thinking, relate concepts to other 
content areas, new situations...synthesize, show new 
perspective 

Depth of Knowledge 





Live to Site: Smarter Balanced 



Live to Site: Smarter Balanced 



Live to Site: Smarter Balanced 



Live to Site: Smarter Balanced 



Live to Site: Smarter Balanced 



Live to Site: Smarter Balanced 
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Selected Response   

Constructed Response 

Extended Response 

Performance Task 

Technology Enhanced 

ER 

CR 

PT 

TE 

SR 

Assessment Item Types 



DOK  

Assessment Item Review Task 
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Assessment Claims  
•  Broad statements of the assessment system‘s learning 

outcomes, each of which requires evidence 
 
Assessment Targets/ Evidence  
•  Articulates the types of data/observations that will 

support interpretations of competence towards 
achievement of the claims 

 
Interpretations 
•  Identified in the Achievement Level Descriptors 

Conceptual Framework 



1.  Create a connection between standards, 
assessment, and instruction 

2.  Organize the standards around major 
constructs and big ideas 

3.  Further describe what students should 
learn and be able to do to demonstrate 
evidence of their learning 

Content Specifications 



Claim #1 
Students can read closely and analytically to comprehend a range of 
increasingly complex literary and informational texts. 

Claim #2 
Students can produce effective and well-grounded writing for a range 
of purposes and audiences.  

Claim #3 
Students can employ effective speaking and listening skills for a 
range of purposes and audiences. 

Claim #4 
Students can engage in research/inquiry to investigate topics, and to 
analyze, integrate, and present information.  

ELA Assessment Claims 



Claim #1: Concepts & Procedures  
Students can explain and apply mathematical concepts and interpret 
and carry out mathematical procedures with precision and fluency.ǁ‖  

Claim #2: Problem Solving  
Students can solve a range of complex well-posed problems in pure 
and applied mathematics, making productive use of knowledge and 
problem solving strategies.ǁ‖  

Claim #3: Communicating Reasoning  
Students can clearly and precisely construct viable arguments to 
support their own reasoning and to critique the reasoning of others.ǁ‖  

Claim #4: Modeling and Data Analysis  
Students can analyze complex, real-world scenarios and can 
construct and use mathematical models to interpret and solve 
problems.ǁ‖  

Math Assessment Claims 



Connection Between Idaho Core 
Standards & Content Specifications 

Domain = 
Content 

Category 



Cluster 
Heading 1 = 

Target A 

Connection Between Idaho Core 
Standards & Content Specifications 



Cluster 
Heading 2 = 

Target B 

Connection Between Idaho Core 
Standards & Content Specifications 



Standards = 
Evidence 

Connection Between Idaho Core 
Standards & Content Specifications 



How to Read the  
Content Specifications Document 



How Do the Pieces Fit Together? 



How Do the Pieces Fit Together? 
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Identify the Assessment Claims 
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Understanding Item Specifications 



Understanding Item Specifications 

•  Claim  
•  Target(s) 
•  Content domain 
•  Standards associated with                  

claim and target(s) 
•  Related standards for grades  

above and below 
•  DOK Level 
•  Achievement level descriptor 
•  Evidence required 
•  Construct-relevant vocabulary 
•  Sample items or question stems  



BREAK 



•  Formative assessment is a deliberate 

process used by teachers and students 

during instruction that provides 

actionable feedback that is used to adjust 

ongoing teaching and learning strategies 

to improve students’ self-assessment, 

reflection and attainment of curricular 

learning targets/goals. 

Formative Assessment                       
Process Defined 



44 

Clarify  
Intended 
Learning 

Elicit  
Evidence 

Act on 
Evidence 

Interpret  
Evidence 

The formative assessment process attributes are: 

Four Attributes 



•  How do you assess student learning?  
•  What do you do with assessment results? 
•  How do you grade student work?  
•  What is the role of homework in assessing 

progress?  

Assessment Reflection 



•  Quotes are posted around the room. 
•  Silently read as many of the quotes you can. 
•  Summarize big ideas on handout. 

Assessment Walk 



DOK  3-4 
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Does anything in the research surprise you? 
How can you apply the concepts from the 
research? 
	
  
	
  

What Does It All Mean to Me? 



•  I understand the assessment items found within Schoolnet        
to create effective formative assessments. 

 

•  I understand how to develop assessment tasks that are 
aligned with SBAC items and task types. 

 

•  I understand how to evaluate the quality of an assessment 
item. 

 

•  I understand how to write a performance task and rubric 
aligned to Idaho Core Standards expectations  

 
 

Digital Assessment                        
Learning Targets 



Creating and Searching 
Items in Schoolnet 

Analyzing and 
Creating Rubrics               
in Schoolnet 

Creating Quality Multiple 
Choice Items in Schoolnet 

Creating Performance 
Tasks Using Schoolnet 

Exploring Digital Centers 
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LUNCH 



Activity: Assessment and Item 
Creation in Schoolnet 



BREAK 



Action Planning 



•  I can explain a balanced assessment system. 
 

•  I can explain the Smarter Balanced content and item 
specifications and know where to find them. 

 

•  I can name and describe the four attributes of the 
formative assessment process. 

 

•  I can use Schoolnet for formative, interim, or 
summative assessments. 

 
 

Day Five Success Criteria 


