
   
A

ssessm
ent Item

 R
eview

 
Item

 
N

o. 
Assessm

ent Item
 

W
hat do the assessm

ent item
s 

tell us? W
hat do they N

O
T tell 

us?  W
hat level of D

oK
? 

W
hat is “unique” about this 

type of assessm
ent item

? 
 

1 

 

 
 

3 
A student is w

riting a story for class. She needs to correct the punctuation 
m

istakes in her paragraph. R
ead this paragraph from

 her story and the 
directions that follow

. 
  

W
e w

ere eating supper last night w
hen w

e heard a huge 
crash from

 outside. W
hat had happened. For about ten 

seconds, w
e all sat there w

ondering, and looking at each 
other. M

y dad stood up, and w
e follow

ed him
 into the yard to 

see w
hat had caused the loud noise. A giant branch had 

fallen off the oak tree next to the house. If it had dropped 
just three feet to the left, it w

ould have crashed right through 
the roof! 

 C
lick to highlight tw

o sentences that do not have correct punctuation. 

 
 

      

D
iscovery Education         

                                              ©
 D

iscovery C
om

m
unications, LLC

 
1 



   
4 
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O

ur W
orld: Sleeping O

n-B
oard the International Space Station 

 Listen to the presentation. Then answ
er the questions. 

Select tw
o questions that the listener can answ

er after listening to the 
presentation. 
A)  H

ow
 w

as the International Space S
tation built? 

B)  H
ow

 far is the International Space S
tation from

 Earth? 
C

)  H
ow

 long do astronauts stay in the International Space Station? 
D

)  W
hat jobs do astronauts do on board the International Space S

tation? 
E)  W

hat tim
e do astronauts go to sleep on the International Space 

Station? 
F)  H

ow
 do astronauts talk to fam

ily and friends back on Earth w
hile on 

the International S
pace Station? 
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C
lick to highlight six sentences in the text that explain w

hy 
elephants m

ight be considered som
e of the m

ost intelligent anim
als 

on the planet. 
 [Students read a passage w

ith 8-10 paragraphs 
 partial exam

ple below
.] 

  Elephants are social anim
als. They live w

ith their fam
ilies, give hugs 

and call each other by using their trunks as trum
pets. They also m

ight 
know

 how
 to help each other. 

  
In a recent elephant study by researchers from

 the U
nited States and 

Thailand, pairs of giant anim
als learned to w

ork together to get som
e 

ears of corn. O
ther anim

als, especially som
e prim

ates, are already 
know

n to w
ork together to com

plete tasks, but now
 elephants have 

joined the club. P
erhaps the finding is not too surprising: scientists 

suspect that elephants, w
ith their big brains and survival savvy, m

ay be 
am

ong the sm
artest anim

als on the planet. 
  

Joshua P
lotnik, w

ho w
orked on the study, told S

cience N
ew

s that the 
anim

als didn’t just learn a trick. Instead, the w
ays the elephants behaved 

show
 that they understand how

 w
orking together brings benefits to 

everyone involved. Plotnik is a com
parative psychologist now

 at the 
U

niversity of C
am

bridge in England. Psychology is the study of 
behaviors and m

ental processes, and com
parative psychologists study 

how
 anim

als other than hum
ans behave.  
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W
atch a short video.   

 W
hat inform

ation does a m
eteorologist need to know

 to predict w
hether 

precipitation w
ould fall as rain, snow

, or hail? S
upport your answ

er using 
evidence from

 the presentation. 
  Type your answ

er in the space provided. 
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Triangle A
B

C
 undergoes a series of som

e of the follow
ing 

transform
ations to becom

e triangle D
E

F: 
 

rotation 
 

reflection 
 

translation 
 

dilation 
 

Is triangle D
E

F alw
ays, som

etim
es, or never congruent to triangle A

B
C

?  
 Provide justification to support your conclusion. 
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C
lick on all the sentences from

 the text that apply not only to Benedick 
and Beatrice in Shakespeare’s play, but also to Luke and K

ate. 
 A.  W

e w
ere getting now

here. 
B.  Luke got up to sharpen his pencil (and to com

plain about m
e to his 

friends, no doubt), and I took the opportunity to review
 m

y notes from
 

M
rs. Kent’s lecture about the play. 

C
.  M

uch A
do A

bout N
othing is a com

edy set in Italy a long tim
e ago. 

D
.  At the beginning of the play, Benedick is just returning from

 a battle 
w

hen he is reunited w
ith Beatrice. 

E.  They apparently have this long-running but friendly feud betw
een 

them
, but nobody in the play says w

hy. 
F.  All they ever do is insult each other, as w

ittily as possible—
they 

engage in a “m
erry w

ar betw
ixt” them

, in Shakespeare’s w
ords. 

G
.  Their friends devise a plan to trick Beatrice and Benedick into falling 

in love w
ith each other. 

H
.  B

enedick’s friends arrange for him
 to overhear a conversation in 

w
hich they say how

 m
uch Beatrice is secretly in love w

ith him
. 

I.  B
eatrice’s friends pull the sam

e trick on her. 
J.  The schem

e w
orks and the tw

o fall in love and get m
arried, riding off 

into the sunset and living happily ever after. 

 
 

12 
[Students read a lengthy passage entitled “The Science of M

editation.” 
This question has tw

o parts. First, answ
er part A. Then, answ

er part B
. 

  Part A
 

C
lick on the statem

ent that best identifies the author’s prem
ise in “The 

Science of M
editation.” 

A)  M
editation can increase the effectiveness of m

edication. 
B)  M

editation can im
prove a person’s health and perform

ance. 
C

)  M
editation can take a great deal of concentration to be beneficial. 

Part B
 

C
hoose tw

o statem
ents that, if true, w

ould m
ost directly challenge the 

author’s prem
ise. 

A)  B
iofeedback is a form

 of increased aw
areness and m

anipulation of 
bodily functions. 
B)  M

edicine that blocks beta w
aves is often used to treat high blood 

pressure in heart patients. 
C

)  Experts w
ho studied m

editators found that long-term
 m

editation leads 
to an inability to concentrate. 
D

)  C
hanges in brain structure such as those reported by m

editation 
studies m

ay have negative outcom
es. 
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D
eterm

ine the height, in feet, of the beam
 that ends at point G

. Explain 
how

 you found your answ
er. 

 [The graphic changes and provides m
ore inform

ation as the student 
m

oves the cursor.] 
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